
Biography Igor Cognolato

Born in Treviso in 1965 into a family of Croatian and Hungarian heritage, Igor 
Cognolato began studying piano at the age of five. He graduated with honours from 
the Conservatorio ‘Benedetto Marcello’ in Venice and continued his studies at the 
Hochschule für Musik, Theater und Medien Hannover with Roberto Szidon, completing
his Konzertexamen with distinction. Among his other mentors were Aldo Ciccolini and 
Paul Badura-Skoda.

His professional career began with a performance of Liszt’s Second Piano Concerto 
with the NDR Symphony Orchestra. He has since appeared throughout Europe and the
United States as a soloist and chamber musician, performing with orchestras including 
the NDR Radiophilharmonie Hannover, the Orchestra del Gran Teatro La Fenice di 
Venezia and the Sofia Philharmonic. In 2016, he made his debut at the Berliner 
Philharmonie.

Chamber music occupies an important place in Cognolato’s musical life. Since 2009, he
has regularly performed with the Athenaeum Berlin Philharmonic String Quartet, 
including at the Aix-en-Provence Chamber Music Festival, where their performance of 
Schumann’s Piano Quintet was broadcast live on ARTE. He has also collaborated with 
numerous distinguished instrumentalists and singers.

Cognolato has recorded for several labels, including Simax, Blue Serge, Rivoalto and Da
Vinci Classics. His recordings encompass both established and contemporary 
repertoire, including the complete piano works of Maximiliano Amici.

Beyond the concert stage, Cognolato has been active in music education and cultural 
life in Italy. Since 1995, he has been President and Artistic Director of the Amici della 
Musica di Treviso. He has also contributed to Beethoven Sources, a scholarly catalogue
of Beethoven’s autographs, first editions and other original sources. His interests in 
music extend to film and documentary: in 2013, he appeared as the lead actor in 
Gianni Di Capua’s documentary Richard Wagner: Diario veneziano della sinfonia 
ritrovata, presented at the Venice International Film Festival, the Bayreuth Festival and
the Library of Congress in Washington, DC.
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